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Know your prevention options. Tag in: 
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GILEAD 


For over 40 years, Commonwealth Properties has created places to house extraordinary—and simple— 
moments. Our places have witnessed a million conversations, reconnections, revelries, and renewals. 


These are the spaces where moments happen and history is made. Let Commonwealth Properties 
host your next social event, personal or corporate. Our professional staff will attend to every detail, 
whether it's a party of 20 or 400. Call to book your next social event now. Place matters. 
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The Year End Auto Issue gives us great tips and ideas for 
our vehicles, including an eco-friendly Outlander. 
Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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WWW.MAGICCARPETS.BIZ FREE Design Consultation and 


Special LAVENDER Pricing 
CARPET * HARDWOOD * LUXURY VINYL * LAMINATE * AREA RUGS 


STAN tag 


Family-owned Since 1930 :Е О 
Оуег 475,000 customers 


More than 8,000 online reviews 


al YORK 


INSTALL CONFIDENCE 


Service On All Brands 
24/7 No-Heat Emergency Service 
Smart Club™ Maintenance Plan 


Financing Available (on approved credit) 


Contact Us Today! | 612-503-8090 | standardhea 


6 | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 9-21, 2017 


LAVENDER 


Volume 23, Issue 586 ° November 9-21, 2017 


Managing Editor Andy Lien 612-436-4671 

Editorial Assistants Linda Raines 612-436-4694, 

Kassidy Tarala 

Editor Emeritus Ethan Boatner 

Editorial Associate George Holdgrafer 

Contributors Patrick Boland, Kathleen Bradbury, Ellen Krug, 
Steve Lenius, Shane Lueck, John Mark, Jennifer Parello, Randy 
Stern, John Townsend, Bradley Traynor, Carla Waldemar 


Sales & Advertising Director Barry Leavitt 612-436-4690 
Senior Account Executive Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 
Account Executives Mike Beltowsky 612-436-4697, Richard 
Kranz 612-436-4675 
Advertising Associate George Holdgrafer 
Sales & Advertising Traffic Coordinator 
Linda Raines 612-436-4660 
Sales Lead Specialist Michelle Ulmer 612-436-4693 
Classifieds Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 
National Sales Representatives 

Motivate Media 858-272-9023 

Rivendell Media 212-242-6863 


Creative Director Hubert Bonnet 612-436-4678 
Graphic Designer Mike Hnida 612-436-4679 
Photographer Sophia Hantzes 

Lavender Studios Hubert Bonnet, Mike Hnida 


Publisher Lavender Media, Inc. 

President & CEO Stephen Rocheford 612-436-4665 

Vice President & CC Pierre Tardif 612-436-4666 

Chief Financial Officer Mary Lauer 612-436-4664 
Distribution Manager/Administrative Assistant Molly Gosh 
612-436-4660 

Founders George Holdgrafer, Stephen Rocheford 
Inspiration Steven W. Anderson (1954-1994), Timothy J. Lee 
(1968-2002), Russell Berg (1957-2005), Kathryn Rocheford 
(1914-2006), Jonathan Halverson (1974-2010), Adam 
Houghtaling (1984-2012), Walker Pearce (1946-2013), 

Tim Campbell (1939-2015) 


Letters are subject to editing for grammar, punctuation, space, and libel. 
They should be no more than 300 words. Letters must include name, 
address, and phone number. Unsigned letters will not be published. 
Priority will be given to letters that refer to material previously published 
in Lavender Magazine. Submit letters to Lavender Magazine, Letters 

to the Editor, 7701 York Ave S, Suite 225, Edina, MN 55435; or e-mail 
<editor@lavendermagazine.com>. 


For our Privacy Policy, go to LavenderMagazine.com/ 
resources/privacy-policy 

Lavender Media, Inc. 

7701 York Ave S, Suite 225, Edina, MN 55435 
612-436-4660 Office 

612-436-4685 Fax 

612-436-4660 Subscriptions/Distribution 
612-436-4660 Lavender Advertising 
612-436-4698 NEPA Advertising 


BIG 


LAVENDER 


LavenderMagazine.com 


Audit Bureau 
of Circulations птпр: 
Member р 


Entire contents copyright 2017. All rights reserved. Publication of the пате 
or photograph of any person, organization, or business in this magazine does 
not reflect upon one's sexual orientation whatsoever. Lavender” Magazine 
reserves the right to refuse any advertising. This issue of Lavender" Magazine 
is available free of charge during the time period published on the cover. 
Pickup at one of our distribution sites is limited to one copy per person. 


BigGayNews.com 


Printer of Lavender 


920-484-3348 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 


MODERN 


Features Unique, Luxurious, 
Handcrafted Eyewear 


You can do both. MNsure is the only place to 
find out if you qualify for financial assistance. 
See how we can help you at mnsure.org, 
or call 1-855-3MNSURE. 


unique. funky. affordable. | 


fetus | 


Franklin + 4th - 612.870.9300 : www.efetus.com Ë 


W'uNsure 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 7 


OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Hybrid Driver 


Nah, I don't drive a hybrid vehicle, but I'm definitely a hybrid of a 
driver. I’m part of that Xennial generation—the micro-generation be- 
tween Gen X and the Millennials. Years ago, our age group was referred 
to as “cuspers” because we're neither one nor the other. It means we 
bridge and take on attributes of the generation ahead of us as well as 
behind. As a 40-year old, I've embraced a whole lot of technology in my 
time, as well as still read paper maps and do things the *old school" way. 
Print isn't dead. It's in a stack on my occasional table, waiting to be read 
with all the other things on my tablet. 

The advancements in technology were downright shocking the last 
time I got a new vehicle. I went from a 2008 Jeep to a 2016 Fiat (the 
puffed-up 500X). Some things were similar like 4WD to AWD, but I went 
from a CD player and radio with an aux cord to a Bluetooth connectable 
system that gets satellite radio. I didn't even spring for the navigation 
system, but chose to just use my iPhone that sits in a holder clamped to 
my vent. That's my hybrid approach to my vehicle. I can't quite afford 
all the bells and whistles, and I know how to hack the technology well 
enough to not need them. But what excites me more is that this new 
technology is aging just enough to be showing up in the used car lots. 
Those of us who are accustomed to driving things until they die have a 
whole new world of affordable technology to make our lives and drives a 
whole lot more comfortable and easy. Fantastic. 

Randy Stern is an absolute gem in this community and represents 
us well in the automotive writing world. Not only does he write a review 
of a specific vehicle in every issue, but he also wrote the entire feature 
section of this issue, including a great piece about buying a used car. I 


recently went through this process with a friend as she needed to get a 
replacement for her limping workhorse. The new vehicle had to last a 
long time and be dependable (really, who hopes for a car that doesn't fit 
that description?). It needed a leather interior due to kids and their lack 
of motor skills. It needed the capacity for a lot of gear. It had to be fun... 
or, it'd be nice if it were fun. But it definitely had to be affordable. 

I wish I'd had Randy's handy guide of terms as we went shopping 
because there are a lot of things to consider above and beyond a per- 
sonal must-have list. Thankfully, Richard at White Bear Mitsubishi got 
her hooked up with a sweet ride. As it happens, she not only got some- 
one's beloved Outlander that they'd souped up to meet their specs 
when they bought it new, but she also was able to tack on a ridiculously 
mind-easing warranty that’ll last the lifetime of the vehicle, all for a 
great cost and a dreamy interest rate. The a la carte warranty even 
includes random tire problems, which seem to be plentiful in our Land 
of 10,000 Potholes. 

Sometimes we feature a lot of swanky and luxurious cars in this 
magazine, and sometimes we bring it on home for those who want to be 
a bit more reserved in our spending. Or perhaps just reserved in spend- 
ing for vehicles and then we hit the stores and clubs and vacations a bit 
harder. Hybrids, in style and spending. 

So, grab your maps and turn on your podcasts. Embrace whichever 
generation you're in and enjoy what this day and age have to offer in 
vehicles. 

See you on the streets. 

With you and with thanks, Andy. ш 


OUR LAVENDER 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


‘Taint Funny, McGee! 


A friend of mine tells jokes—tells them well—and we usually laugh. 
“We,” being our group that gathers weekly for beverages and low-stakes 
wagers concerning the relative values of cardboard rectangles. 

Recently, he launched into another string, involving the usual rabbi, 
or old Jewish man on his deathbed, then announced something "not so 
PC,” and fired off a string of racial “jokes.” I was shocked, asked him to 
stop. He persevered, telling yet another then grinned: “Oh, someone's 
offended." I demurred, not wanting to start a tsimmis at my table. 

Later, I was still disturbed by my friend's unwillingness to stop de- 
spite my discomfort. What to do? I had been offended; I had been a 
wuss. The next morning, I composed an email. I won't repeat it verba- 
tim, but I made these observations: 

What he was telling, I wrote, were the "nigger" jokes I'd endured 
as a kid visiting relatives in Mississippi in the 1940s and '50s. You're 
Jewish, I wrote, and in your jokes, the rabbi, the dying old Jewish man, 
etc., are always the protagonists, the wise guy. They have the final word, 
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the last laugh, even on their deathbed, while in your “поп-РС” gags, the 
black guy is the butt, the humiliated ignoramus, a fool compared the 
superior white narrator. No black man would tell these joke at the poker 
table, while no one in our group would laugh at a Holocaust or Matthew 
Shepard joke. 

When visiting my Mississippi relatives, I reminded him, I’d see the 
“Whites only” signs at the airport, hear my uncle’s ugly remarks about 
MLK. They lived a short distance from Medgar Evers, later assassinat- 
ed, and I had been the same age as Emmett Till when he was brutally 
murdered. And yes, I had been offended. 

Im sharing this, not to show off my sterling behavior, but because I 
realized, to my chagrin, that if it was that difficult to protest something 
offensive in my own home, how much greater a burden it is for others 
to speak out publicly about far greater injustices. To say, “Stop!” or, “Me 
too!” But perhaps small is a way to start. I will be less hesitant the next 
time, I will dare to raise my voice sooner—perhaps to some effect. ш 
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Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and ян 
your home, so why not save money іп the j 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts <> 
from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 
4649 Bloomington Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN 
T dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


AMERICAN FAMILY A К 
PINSURANCE DEE 


All your protection under one roof 


PAMELA FROMAN TRUNK SHOW DEC 1&2 
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Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF 
THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME 
Through Dec.3 

Mixed Blood Theatre, 1501 S 4th St. 
Minneapolis 

612-338-6131 

www.mixedblood.com 

Theater for persons with disabilities has 
made itself felt in the Twin Cities for many 
years now. Mixed Blood Theatre, which be- 
gan its mission four decades ago for racial and 
ethnic inclusion, further expanded its reach 
into dealing forthrightly with disability issues 
as it evolved. The theater, known for its old 
firehouse venue, is presenting the Olivier- and 
Tony-winning The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night Time by Simon Stephens from the 
novel by Mark Haddon. MacGregor Arney 
plays the lead role of Christopher, a youth 
with autism. 

Founding Artistic Director and director 
for this production itself, Jack Reuler, relates 
his company's evolution: “Іп 1999 I was intro- 
duced to Interact (a local groundbreaking the- 
ater for persons with disabilities) and realized 
that we at Mixed Blood had been remiss in not 
incorporating disability into the manifestation 
of our mission. Since then we have been vigi- 
lant in becoming the theatrical destination for 
people with disabilities. For 18 years we have 
pursued that through programming, staffing, 
services, and facility." 

He continues, ^We have produced four 
prior productions focused on autism: Vestibu- 
lar Sense (2006), Theory of Mind (2009), On 
The Spectrum (2011), and Orange (2016). A 
common theme of these productions was that 
they didn't say the word autism, that they 
approached it from a difference (not disorder) 
model, and that they dealt with the advantages 
and challenges (not deficits) of ASD." 

After having read Haddon's novel, Reuler 
says he started writing the National Theatre 
of Great Britain in 2012, then contacted the 
commercial Broadway producers in 2014, 
saw the show on Broadway and on tour at the 
Orpheum, and finally procured permission to 
produce it a year ago. He attributes this partly 
"to the benevolence of the Guthrie." 

Reuler says the play “could be done with 
actors and a bare stage or with great technical 
support. I felt that the Broadway show allowed 
us to watch Christopher, the protagonist, trav- 
el through the world and we hope that our 
production will allow the audience to experi- 
ence this fantastic tale through his eyes and 
in his brain." 


The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. 
Photo by Rich Ryan 


GOD'S OWN COUNTRY 
Lagoon Cinema, 1320 Lagoon Ave. 
Minneapolis 
612-823-3020 
www.landmarktheatres.com 

God's Own Country from first time feature 
filmmaker Francis Lee is a defiant break- 
through in gay cinema. Not so much for its 
gay themes, but in its gritty rural setting, as 
opposed to the urban, hip, and genteel spaces 
that have come to be standard for gay film fare 
and its audience. It doesn't cede an inch to the 


gay male cult of physical beauty, or clever- 
ness, or positive imagery in service to “mak- 
ing us feel better about ourselves." It goes for 
the jugular with raw, ugly, liberating truth. 

Lee gives us a crude and coarse protago- 
nist who is not only downright unlikable for 
the first half of this film but also is not cut out 
of GQ or Details. We are shown grisly aspects 
of working with livestock, whether it's reach- 
ing up inside a pregnant cow to estimate a 
birth arrival time of a calf or the skinning of 
a lamb. 

Unbearably unhappy Johnny Saxby (an 
Oscar-worthy and visceral Josh O'Connor) 
is committed to keeping the Yorkshire family 
farm running despite a seriously ailing father 
(Ian Hart) and an overworked grandmother 
(Gemma Jones), both of whom are stranded 
in bitterness. Johnny's plight is especially poi- 
gnant since it is half a century since the UK's 
watershed Sexual Offences Act, not to men- 
tion Stonewall which came soon after that. It 
is present day and he is dutifully committed 
to his aging loved ones' livelihood. Coming 
out for him is not an option and not, as some 
would ricochet to say, because of “self-hatred.” 
For all his faults, he is loyal to family. Nonethe- 
less, resentful, self-sabotaging Johnny com- 
pensates for drudgery by binge drinking and 
brusque anonymous sex with men. 

When Romanian Gheorghe (a consum- 
mately endearing Alec Secareanu) is hired 
on at the farm, macho Johnny sees him as a 
racial inferior. He calls him a gypsy. But when 
life gets rough we are compelled to shed our 
prejudices for the sake of survival. God’s Own 


^ К. 7 


God's Own Country. Photo by Dales Productions Limited,The British Film Institute 2017 
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SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


4 SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
@ LAVENDERMAGAZINE COM/LAVENDERLINK 


ENTER YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
YOUR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
© CONARMATION EMAIL AND LINK. 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 

LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, аттыг" 

LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE!  UMNXRLINK EVERY FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 
9:00 BURLESQUE SHOW 


10:30 LAFEMME DRAG SHOW 


mn £C GB TO NISTOR 


A TWIN CITIES PBS ORIGINAL 


Our LGBTQ+ past comes out of the closet 
andinto its rightful place in Minnesota history 


NOW STREAMING AT TPT.ORG/OUTNORTH 
OR ON THE PBS CHANNEL ОМ КОКО AND APPLE ТУ 


FUNDING PROVIDED BY: 
of The Minneapolis Foundation © t ( 
носии Ф HealthPartners: — RUTH DAVID WATERBURY DR. JANE L. MILLER & AMIE MILLER p 
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LIGHT 


Country is about that tormented crucible or eye 
ofthe needle the four characters must endure/ 
pass through to address their crises. Gheorghe 
has the expertise and vision this family farm 
desperately needs. Secareanu goes to a space 
so deep he could rip your heart out. 

Director-writer Lee's unflinching look at 
rustic life and violent male sexuality is balanced 
gloriously by moments of deep tenderness and 
evolving sensitivities. One scene depicting 
lovemaking as a healing experience rates with 
Jane Fonda and Jon Voight's historic lovemak- 
ing scene in Coming Home 40 years ago. 

Hart is heart-wrenching. The miraculous 
Jones vividly grapples with the grandmother’s 
debilitating hard edge. If only Tarell Alvin Mc- 
Craney could have mustered half of the empa- 
thy for the grotesque mother he writes with 
misogynistic venom in Moonlight that Lee does 
for his script’s grandmother. Lee makes her 
redeemable without sentimentality. Jones is 
magnificent. 

The immigration issue is addressed organi- 
cally, as opposed to hyperbole, in a bigoted ac- 
tion at a pub. There is also a betrayal that can- 
not be blamed on homophobia, but by a gay 
man’s willful negativity. With God’s Own Coun- 
try we experience a primal view of life wherein 
male-to-male love is as ruggedly natural as the 
earth itself. This masterpiece borders on the 
biblical. 


Waitress. Photo by Joan Marcus 


A GONE FISHIN’ CHRISTMAS 
Through Dec. 31 

Yellow Tree Theatre, 320 S 5th St., Osseo 
763-493-8733 


www.yellowtreetheatre.com 
Playwright-director Jessica Lind Peterson 
on her Christmas show in Osseo: “Growing 


up in Duluth I spent a lot of time at my fam- 
ilys hunting shack, cabin, and ice house sur- 
rounded by die-hard hunter and fisher men 
and women. All of my holiday plays have that 
“up north' flavor to them, and A Gone Fishin' 
Christmas might be my favorite. It's about two 
sisters, one who moved to the Cities and is now 
trying to reconnect to that gritty, woodsy part 
of herself, and the other who never left Duluth 
and is so immersed in the outdoors she wears 


animal pelts. I love telling stories about weird 
worlds colliding. That's where the funny comes 
from, and this play is really a love letter to Du- 
luth and my crazy flannel-clad family. We even 
cast real live Duluth actors to make sure it's the 
real deal. Duluth is in my blood and I miss it 
terribly, so writing about it is my way of com- 
ing home." 


A Gone Fishin' Christmas. Photo by Justin Fox 


WAITRESS 
Through Nov. 26 
Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 
800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 

The Sara Bareilles Broadway musical, Wait- 
ress, has landed in Minneapolis on its national 
tour. It draws from Adrienne Shelley's film of 
the same title. Desi Oakley (Les Miserable, Evi- 
ta) plays protagonist, Jenna. She waits tables 
and makes wonderful pies. A baking competi- 
tion in a nearby county opens up new avenues 
in her life. When a new doctor shows up in her 
small town, she is awakened to a fresh start. Di- 
rected by one of Broadway's prestigious female 
directors, Tony Award-winner Diane Paulis 
(Hair, Pippin, Finding Neverland). Jessie Nel- 
son (Гат Sam) wrote the film's screenplay and 
then the book for this musical version. Nick 
Bailey plays the dreamy doctor. The creative 
production team is all female. 
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Treat Yourself to an 
Artful Black Friday 
November 24, 6-10AM 


Shop The Store at Mia for design-driven 
holiday gifts you won't find anywhere 
else in the Twin Cities. Plus, get 2096 off 
all purchases. 


Savor free coffee and treats from 
Agra Culture. 


See “Eyewitness Views: Making History 
in 18th-Century Europe” free; tickets are 
first-come, first-served. 


All day My Mia participants receive 

an additional 1096 discount. Not yet 
part of My Mia? Joining is fast and free: 
artsmia.org; 612.870.6323. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 21 


— | 


UR SCENE 


ARLA WALDEMAR 


Menard's Cajun Grocery, outside Lafayette, manager Alicia Page displays boudin balls, links, and sweet potato boudin. Photo by Carla Waldemar 


| et the Good (Food) Times Roll! 


Warning: This column contains material rated unsuitable for the fol- 
lowing audiences: members of a punitive, anti-fun-loving sect; those on a 
Spartan diet; and any masochist who prefers suffering frostbite to vaca- 
tioning in sunny Louisiana. 

Those of you who prefer to “let the good times roll," read on. Lafay- 
ette, the centerpiece of Louisiana's Cajun country, welcomes you. It's a 
city where a carry permit refers not to firearms, but cocktails, as you 
roam from shopping ops to outdoor music venues. It's a place where 
healthy eating refers to crawfish, catfish, and anything else it's remotely 
possible to fry in grease. 

Plus boudin. If you're unfamiliar with that member of the Cajun food 
group, tattoo the word on your arm as a quick reminder. It puts other 
sausages to shame. Boudin is basically pork trimmings mixed with rice 
and seasonings (every maker's recipe differs), then stuffed into a casing 
to be boiled and enjoyed. It's what's for breakfast. And lunch and dinner. 
It's what you bring to the office instead of donuts and what you serve 
at wedding receptions if you want anyone to come. An undocumented 
statistic claims that 80 percent of all boudin is consumed in the car. 

Lafayette hosts an annual October boudin cook-off. To enjoy it on the 
other 364 days of the year, follow the guidance of Bob Carriker, a U-La- 
fayette history professor who's become a born-again boudin fanatic. He 
leads groups (and offers self-guide suggestions) on a foodie's pilgrimage 
called the Boudin Trail: four stops at which to compare boudin links and 
balls served up on paper napkins and butcher paper (www.boudinlink. 
com). 

Our first stop: Johnson's Boucaniere (butchery), since the 40s mor- 
phing pig scraps left from butchering into sumptuous sausages. Boudin 


22 | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 9-21, 2017 


etiquette demands that one simply squeeze the casing's contents di- 
rectly into one's mouth. Swallow and repeat. Johnson's newest variation 
involves stuffing boudin into a grilled cheese sandwich, along with BBQ 
sauce, which gives a new meaning to fusion food. 

Next up, Acadien Superette, a bare-bones grocery store where owner 
Tony Rodrigues, a devotee of tradition, offers his unique blend of pig 
shoulder and liver meat cooked in vegetable stock. He also features 
meatball-size boudin balls coated in his fried-chicken batter. Cop cars 
parked at the curb attest to its quality. 

Earl's Cajun Grocery, around for 40 years, favors a non-traditional 
recipe that features paprika. Owner Tony Como also has invented a few 
more ways to enjoy the delicacy. He stuffs it in a boneless chicken; fabri- 
cates boudin egg rolls, and offers a seafood variation. 

Driving into the countryside, we discover another tasty variation at 
Menard's Cajun Grocery, which sells more boudin than any place in 
Scott County, "the boudin capitol of the universe." Cars start parking 
here early-early in the morning, *and when we run out, people are happy 
to wait," states manager Alicia Page, whose mom is chief cook. She's per- 
fected boudin balls stuffed with pepperjack cheese as well as a stunning 
sweet potato pie containing boudin and topped with pecans. 

Marie Ducote, a former teacher herself, now runs Cajun Food Tours 
(www.CajunFoodTours.com), making six stops in her little bus, wherein 
the words “АПопв manger!"—Let's eat!—are our signal to gobble up. 
Among the venues she rotates, our first stop is Cajun Market Donuts, 
where we feasted on (what else?) boudin-stuffed kolaches. “Boudin,” 
says Marie," features the less-desirable parts of pig plus the Holy Trin- 
ity"—onion, celery, and sweet green peppers. 


TRAVEL 


El a 2 
Owner Tony Rodriguez of Acadian Superette shows off his boudin. 
Photos by Carla Waldemar 

During Mardi Gras (Lafayette boasts the second-biggest celebra- 
tion in the state), this café stuffs boudin into the traditional King's Cake, 
along with cane syrup and pig cracklins atop. And it was our friend Bob 
Cariker who came up with the concept. 

In nearby Youngville, Marie introduces us to Nunu's Fresh Market, 
where we feast on boudin—Nunu's won first place in the boudin cook- 
off—plus cracklins, plus Cajun sausage, plus chicken patties. (Over- 
heard at the meat counter by a patron of gas-station boudin, sold out of 
ice chests: “Raccoon boudin? I won't touch it.” Picky, picky.) 

At our next stop, Hooked Up Bar & Grill, we sampled tender fried 
catfish and $1 Margaritas in a go-cup. Then, while at Fezzo's, we watched 
oysters on the half-shell being grilled with cheese and bacon toppings, 
which we soon ingested, along with homemade tartar sauce and a side 
of fried alligator. (Earlier, we toured the campus of U-Lafayette, which 
includes a bit of swamp where we spied the grinning critters.) 

At La Cuisine de Maman (Mom’s cooking) in Vermilion Village, we 
tasted a superior gumbo composed of dark roux (thickening) with chick- 
en and sausage ladled over rice. Stick around to tour the site’s recreated 
village with homes dating from 1750 onward: both Cajun homesteads 
and Creole cottages. Boys sleep in the garconniere upstairs, reached by 
an outside staircase, while girls’ slumber in a room reached only from 
their parents’ bedroom, to safeguard their honor. The homes feature 
demonstrators of crafts, such as woodcarving and quilting, along with a 
banjo-strumming Cajun singer. 

Marie’s final stop is Papa T’s, to sample what she declares is the 
town’s best bread pudding. No arguments from us. It’s slathered in pe- 
can praline sauce. “I don’t get too many weight watchers in here,” al- 
lowed Papa. 

Neither does Bordon’s, the national dairy company’s only remaining 
ice cream shop. Nor, perhaps, does Blue Dog, a supper club featuring the 
famed work of artist-owner George Rodrigue. Starters include smoked 
duck quesadillas; andouille sausage; and crab cakes sublime. On to en- 
trees, where an order of Half and Half brought me both crawfish etouffee 
and fried crawfish tails with maque chou (creamed corn, only better). 

Southern Social, also a genteel café, provided yummy pork belly slid- 
ers, nachos of local crab, a terrific shrimp and grits platter, and smoke-fried 
chicken, complete with sweet potato biscuits. Dark Roux, another contempo 
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Live music at Sans Souci Park 


Historic home at Vermilion Village in Lafayette 


venue, offered a forward read on Cajun cooking in dishes like gulf oysters, 
raw in chicken jus and picked watermelon rind; pimento cheese beignets 
with smoked ham hock gravy; confit duck with foie butter; roasted turnips 
and their greens with pickled hit chili; and a cheddar biscuit bread pudding 
with caramelized apples. Laissez les bons menus roullez! 

To soothe your envy, visit www.LafayetteTravel.com. 
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Name: Rebecca Waggoner 


Age: 48 years old...ugh. It's hard to 


weesee that in print. 


Where did you grow up? Mount 
Vernon, Arkansas. А town of 
150 people, one combination gas 
station/feed store, and several 
churches. 


Where do you live? Minneapolis. 


Who do you live with? My beautiful 
fiancé Kay, a greyhound named 
Atom, two cats named Henry Tho- 
reau and Oscar Wilde, and my sons, 
Joshua and Benjamin (when he's 
home from college). Kay is clamor- 
ing for a baby goat or chickens. | 
remain unconvinced. 


What is your occupation? Agent 
for Good according to my taxes. 

І actually have the best job in the 
world! l'm the Executive Director of 
Quorum, the Twin Cities LGBTQ and 
Allied Chamber of Commerce. 


When did you come out? To my- 
self—sometime in my late teens. To 
the world—my early 20s...and then 
again in my 30s. 


How'd that go? It has been a 
journey. | have to admit that it was 
a shock for some. | heard, "You cer- 
tainly don't LOOK like a lesbian..." 


——-8-lot. 


When do you wake up? About 4:00 
a.m. to stress about anything and 
everything. And then it's back to 
Sleep for a few more hours. My first 
alarm is set for 6:00 a.m. My backup 
alarms are set for 6:15 a.m., 6:30 
8.m., 6:45 a.m., and 7:00 a.m. | am 
generally fully awake by 7:30 a.m. 


Phone alarm or old school alarm? 
Phone, although | am on the hunt 
for one of those old school alarm 
clocks with the bell on top and 
Mickey Mouse on the clock face. 


What's the first thing you 

do in the morning? After 
repeatedly hitting snooze, | 
check my calendar and then 
my email. It's weird. | know. 


Breakfast? Sometimes. | usually 
reserve breakfast for the week- 
~ ends. However, | think | would 
attend brunch with friends every 
day if that were an option. 


Coffee? Coffee is life. 
Cream or no? Yes. Absolutely. 
How do you spend your commute: 


Creating to do lists. Phone calls. 
Planning world domination. Singing 
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If your job were like a yearbook, 
what would you be voted? Is Best 
in Show an option? After all, we are 


the Rising Star Chamber [of Com- 
merce] in the country! 


What inspires you? Everything... 
am a child of wonder. The world 

is an incredible place filled with 
opportunity, love, and joy. However, 
sometimes you have to search for 


Do you eat your lunch while work- 
ing or take a break? Lunch is a mov- 
ing target. If it happens, it's either 

at my desk while | scroll through 
emails and cute puppy videos or in 
my car on the way to a meeting. 


Is your work space tidy or a hot 
mess? It should be noted that 
messy work spaces are a sign of 
great intelligence. Апа... can find 
everything very quickly. 


What's been your favorite job? My 
favorite jobs have been ones where 
| have made a difference in the 
lives of people around me. Quorum 
is certainly at the top of the list! 


Who are your heroes? | have 
so many. | am constantly and 
continually inspired by the 
people around me. 
My friends, my 
family, 


my children. | am incredibly lucky 
to have so many real life heroes to 
influence me as | grow and thrive. 


Favorite weeknight meal: Depends 
on how long the day was. When 
home, | am a cook who loves to 
experiment with new recipes (with 
varying degrees of success) and 
my family has been forced to con- 
sume said experiments with alarm- 
ing frequency. However, | definitely 
appreciate the Bite Squad person 
who appears at my doorstep at 
least once per week. 


Most embarrassing moment: 
That one time when... 
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What are you most proud of? My 
children...hands down. 


On a usual weeknight, you are do- 
ing what? On Wednesdays, | bowl. 
Other than that, | love binge-watch- 
ing generally cringe-worthy shows. 
| wanted to say that | create art or 
some other lofty activity. However, 
its simply not true. 


Bedtime: 11:00 p.m. With all the 


usual exceptions for fun and work. 


Favorite weekend activity: Visit- 
ing flea markets and thrift stores; 
taking photography adventures; 
traveling to new places...how- 
ever, | usually end up just doing 
laundry. 


Words of wisdom to share: 
"What lies behind us and 
what lies ahead of us are 
tiny matters compared to 
what lives within us," by 
Henry David Thoreau. 
We have the power 
to change the world 
within and around us 
even in the midst 
of our darkest 
moments. Be the 
light. Dream. 

Do something. 
Just don't 
give up. 


The newly redesigned 2018 Subaru Outback.? With standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive + 32 mpg’, it's a trustworthy traveling 
companion. And Subaru has the 2017 lowest 5-Year Cost to Own of all 


€ SUBARU 


Confidence in Motion 


brands, according to Kelley Blue Book.* 


Bloomington 
Subaru 


7801 Lyndale Ave S 


Bloomington, MN 55420 
888-942-4648 


View current specials at www.bloomingtonsubaru.com 
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DRIVE-IN RESTAURANTS 


hen America came 
out of World War II, 
our world and lives 
changed to what we 
thought were infinite 
possibilities. Our ап- 
cestors came home 
from battle to buy homes, cars, furnishings, 
and the latest appliances. They had children to 
help perpetuate this new-found abundance of 
life and its trappings. 

In the meantime, this prosperity meant 
leisure time and fun. Part of it came from the 
automobile itself. They were a sign of freedom 
for Americans to do anything their hearts de- 
sire. They took the road—and roads got better 
over that time. They visited places they never 
thought they would see in their lives. They also 
did plenty of other things with their automo- 
bile, including dining out. 

In the 19506, the drive-in was the place to be. 
You drove up in your automobile, parked, and 
ordered your food from the convenience of your 
automobile. А server would bring out your food 
and hook it up to the window sill of your car. You 
had dinner without getting out of your seat. 

Decades later, we began to think that the 
drive-in is a thing of the past. Luckily for us, the 


by Randy Stern 
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drive-in still exists. For the better part of the 
year, you can still drive up to one and get your 


T. Š 


food right at your window. 


'Throughout the Upper Midwest, there are 
plenty of drive-ins to patronize. Here are a few 


we found along the way. 


THE DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT 


Any drive along the St. Croix River 
is not complete without a stop in Tay- 
lors Falls. The main draw of this drive- 
in is their homemade root beer, which 
rivals the best made locally in the Up- 
per Midwest. Along with your root beer 
is a menu of burgers and complete din- 
ners. You can also get a root beer float 
for dessert. Car hops will bring your 
food out so you can relax after a nice 
drive or a big hike along the river. 

572 Bench St. 

Taylors Falls, MN 

(651) 465-7831 
www.taylorsfallsdrivein.com 


GALAXY DRIVE-IN 


On a frontage road along Highway 7 near Knoll- 
wood Mall, this seasonal drive-in features car hops in 
а 1950s sci-fi vision of the universe, along with some 
static displays of classic cars. The colors alone are in- 
viting at this popular place in the West Metro. The 
burgers, hot dogs, and sandwiches are inexpensive 
and tasty. The best part are the onion rings—they are 
indeed out of this world! 

3712 Quebec Ave. S, Hopkins, MN 
(952) 277-7777 
Open Spring to Fall 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 
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Announcement L4 a photo and up 
to 50 words. Appears in print and our 
online edition for 2 weeks. 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


2017 FIAT 500X TREKKING 
The first AWD Crossover from FIAT’. 
Go anywhere, do anything, be free. 


(HAGENS 2222 


FREE Estimates • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


Hours of Operation: Monday - Friday 7am - 5:30pm 
28th & LyntlalB Ave. S, Mpls 


612-672-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


Luthey | FIAT of 
саў? АА 


1820 Quentin Ave, St. Louis Park 952-367-4400 www.fiatminneapolis.com 
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MINNETONKA DRIVE-IN 
Not far from the western shores of Lake Min- 

netonka is a classic place where they serve some 

great burgers and fries at great prices! If you go on 

a Thursday evening, a car show will break out with 

some seriously classic metal. In the fall, it becomes 

a pumpkin patch. The energetic car hops can take 

your food to you or to several picnic tables dotted 

around the property. It is worth the drive—or a bike 

ride along the Dakota Trail. 

4658 Shoreline Dr., Spring Park, MN 

(952) 471-9383 

www.minnetonkadrivein.com 

Open Spring to Fall 
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PEPPERMINT TWIST 

Take U.S. Highway 12 west of the Cit- 
ies and find yourself in a magical place in 
the heart of Delano. Their menu is classic 
drive-in fare: burgers, full dinners, sand- 
wiches, and great sides. But, you come 
for their shakes! You can't leave without 
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one! The pink building alone is worth the 
stop over either heading out of the Cities 
toward western Minnesota or just a great 
drive out to eat. 

115 Babcock Blvd., Delano, MN 

(763) 972-2572 
www.thepepperminttwist.com 

Open Spring to Fall 


Black & White 
birthday bash 
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PUNGHBOWL 
SPEIAL 


The Womans Club of Minneapolis 
celebrates 110 years 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 18 SHUT UP AND KISS ME 


410 Oak Grove St - Minneapoli 
IN Š м PUNCHBOWLSOCIAL.COM 


For details & tickets, visit www.womansclub.org 


EVERYONE 
WHAT THEY WANT 


(INCLUDING YOU) 


HAPPY FREE 715 GIFT CARD 


id WITH EVERY $50 GIFT CARD YOU BUY 

“7 7- HOURS 4 

^y зу WÀ 7DAYS A WEEK, BEGINS NOVEMBER 13TH N 
TWICE A DAY! Stop in or order online: 
RedCowMN.com 
- RedRabbitMN.com 
| WWW.BURGERMOES.COM ж” 4 
CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY . 

242 WEST 7TH STREET | SAINT PAUL, MN 55102 | 651.222.3100 Y 3 
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SONIC DRIVE-IN - NATIONWIDE 


А modern take on the drive-in continues through this national chain. In our reader- 
ship area, there are eight—five in the Twin Cities, alone. The menu is varied, but the 
specialty is corn dogs, along with their burgers and other sandwiches. Their shakes 
are pretty good, too. Car hops will bring out your food, or you can go through the 
drive-in window for service, as well. You might find one in your travels in the future. 
Locations in Bloomington, Columbia Heights, Elk River, Fargo, Grand Forks, St. 
Paul, Savage, and Sioux Falls. 
www.sonicdrivein.com 


ЗО | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 9-21, 2017 


WAGNERS DRIVE-IN 

For 35 years, this little 
drive-in has served up good 
food and classic atmosphere 
along Interstate 694 at High- 
way 81. The menu is simple 
and every bit as good. You 
also come for the shakes 
and malts; both are a big 
draw for this place, not to 
mention the car meets with 
classic machines from the 
1930s to the new muscle 
cars of today. Don’t worry 
about the construction in 
the area...itis worth getting 
there! 
7000 W. Broadway Ave., 
Brooklyn Park, MN 
(763) 533-8262 
www.wagnersdrivein.com 


As you noticed, only a few drive- 
ins are open year-round. However, 
any advanced planning would help 
to guide you toward enjoying these 
great classic experiences that com- 
bine food and the automobile. Plus, 
there’s always a bonus that you can 
see something special while taking 
a bite out that hot burger or sipping 
your shake. 

Wherever you roam, there may 
be a place where you can simply 
drive up, order food, and eat in your 
vehicle—just like they did some 60 
or so years ago! | 


Make sure your business, 
organization or event 
is part of 
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id you know that, on 
average, over 17 mil- 
lion brand new ve- 
hicles are sold in the 
U.S.A. each year? 

For a country with 
over 325 million inhab- 
itants, that is merely a drop in the bucket. It is 
because there are a lot more automobiles on 
the road than the 17 million figure states that 
the used car business in this country amounts 
to half of the revenue and volume of the total 
automotive retail industry. The number of used 
car sales in the U.S.A. alone is substantially 
larger than other retail sectors. 

In Lavender Magazine's primary readership 
market, it is a known fact that consumers will 
most likely buy a pre-owned automobile than a 
new one. This is why this is an important sub- 
ject that we should be discussing with you. 
'There are many ways to buy a used car, 
more so than new vehicles. It is most likely we 
will see a used car for sale than a new one, due 
to the many ways these vehicles are sold. 

How do we look for a used car to buy? Why 
do we want a used vehicle rather than a new 
one? 


“Photos by Randy 
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With so much information to decipher, it 
is best to break this down into two parts: the 
kinds of used car sales that are out there and 
what to look for in a used car. Do not think of 
this in terms of specific kinds of vehicles, as 
we address in our reviews. Many of us will buy 
a mainstream vehicle—a typical sedan, SUV, 
or pickup truck from a popular brand. From 
that perspective, let us go through what kind 
of used cars sales types are out there. 

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED: Most manufacturers 
and brands offer this program for low-to-aver- 
age mileage pre-owned vehicles up to a certain 
age. The key component is to offer extra war- 
ranty and additional services to be included at 
a higher price than a similar pre-owned vehicle 
without the extra coverage. If you calculate the 
cost of owning a pre-owned car to one from a 
Certified program, you will find that the extra 
cost is indeed justified. Most likely, you will 
find these Certified Pre-Owned cars at their 
particular new car dealerships. 

"PROGRAM CARS”: A dealer's used car buyer 
will go to auctions or other similar sales to 
get their inventory. When a rental car fleet re- 
moves vehicles from their fleet, a service loan- 
er fleet has changed over, or when a lease is up 


BUYING A USED CAR 


and the vehicle is returned to the dealer, they 
become “program cars" where they are only 
offered a standard used car warranty—or the 
balance of the warranties still on the vehicle— 
but could qualify for extra cost items, such as 
an extended warranty and roadside assistance 
among others. 

USED CARS BOUGHT AT DEALERSHIPS: Auc- 
tions and trade-ins provide the remainder of 
the used car inventory. They are usually vehi- 
cles that are ineligible for certification or other 
programs. All of the independent car lots get 
vehicles that are considered “leftover” by the 
larger dealers, though some lots can get lucky 
and have something very special to sell in their 
inventory. Buying from a dealer offers plenty 
of advantages, such as financing options and 
extra services for warranties and coverage. 

PRIVATE PARTY SALES: A lot of consumers 
opt to look for vehicles via Craigslist or other 
online resources for their next car. These used 
cars are sold in transactions independent of the 
dealer network. Therefore, financing is up to 
the buyer rather than the seller. The choice of 
used cars sold by a private party could range in 
age, mileage, and condition. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 35. -> 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


AULT A HORAE 


Breaking news! 
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Gay playing cards are now available for sale. 
i e cartes gais sont maintenant en vente. 
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Trolin! 
Trolin! 


And the Joker will be... 
Et le joker sera... 
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Osseo Powersports: “It's not who you love, ж. 
it's what's between your legs that counts!" w 1 Sonic 
www.osseopowersports.com | (763) 315-0200 |16 County Rd 81, Osseo, MN 55369 | *—— = 
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Additions & Dormers / Kilchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cobinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 


| m 


952.854.3800 


| Call today for your free estimate | 


Proud to serve our local LGBTQ+ community 


550 OFF $200 OFF 


Your Next New Heating 
Heating System System 
Service install 
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Once you understand the various ways used 
cars are sold, what happens when you find one? 
What do you look for before you sign any paper- 
work or give any money away for one? 

While 
dealers are required to inspect each vehicle 
they sell to consumers, a good walk-around is a 
start. Look for body condition: rust, dents, and 
other abnormalities you may find. Look at inte- 
rior condition: aging materials, seat condition, 
instrumentation, and control operations. Look 
inside the engine bay for cracks, possible leaks, 
and the aging of materials and components. 
You may want to look underneath the car for 
rust and other issues with components. If you 
really like this vehicle, you should have the 
option to take it to your mechanic for another 
inspection. If you don't have a mechanic, check 
out one of Lavender's advertisers to assist you 
before you buy. 

The biggest bonus of any 
used car is whether the previous owner kept 
up their vehicle according to the maintenance 
schedule. If those records are available, read 
through them! That way, you will know what 
was done by the previous owner(s) and what to 
expect further down the line. Plus, it also helps 
to get more information on the vehicle—CAR- 
FAX reports and dealer records, for example— 
to get a further sense of the intended purchase 
before signing anything. Accident records do 
show up on CARFAX reports, as do the sales 
and transfer histories. 

The proof of any vehicle's worthi- 
ness is apparent when you drive it. It has to 
drive the way you want a vehicle to drive. When 
you drive your next vehicle, listen to it, feel it, 
and look for anything out of the ordinary. A 


simple loop around the block might not be 
enough to see if you will be happy with how it 
drives. Get it on the highway, around the bend, 
and so forth. In other words, don't buy any ve- 
hicle without driving it! 

The nego- 
tiation between buyer and seller is always the 
hardest part of the process. There are a few 
resources to know what kind of pricing is out 
there. Kelley Blue Book is one. Plus, Edmunds, 
Autotrader, and other online resources can help 
guide the kind of pricing for certain automo- 
biles, right down to the type of sale they would 
go through. For older cars, Hagerty Insurance 
offers their Valuation Tolls to determine a car's 
actual value on the market. If you have a set of 
numbers, bring them to the table and see if you 
can get a good deal between what you're offer- 
ing and what they're offering. 

If 
you are not buying a Certified Pre-Owned ve- 
hicle, that decision is entirely up to you. A little 
peace of mind will go a long way, but the buyer 
must be aware of what programs are being 
offered and their stipulations under their cov- 
erage. Extended warranties come in various 
Ways, so please review the fine print before you 
commit to one. If you already have AAA or an- 
other great roadside assistance program, you 
do not really want to add theirs to the extra cost 
of your transaction. 

We can dig deeper to specifics about used 
cars, but the basics are what every consumer 
needs. Knowing that your next vehicle pur- 
chase will be one that has been owned or 
leased by another motorist, it is always good to 
be prepared, even for the worst. 

However, used car ownership has its re- 
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wards. The lower rate of investment—based on 
annual registration fees, insurance, and main- 
tenance—helps to keep costs down in both 
the short and long term. It also helps to know 
whether it was well loved before you take deliv- 
ery of that vehicle. 

A used car should be a good value to own 
and buy. But, buyer beware if it does not turn 
out the way you wanted it to be. Your experi- 
ences will vary, but please make it worth the 
money you save on a new vehicle. 
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[ RIDE REVIEW ] 


2018 MITSUBISHI 
OUTLANDER PHEV 


itsubishi has the best- 
kept secret in the au- 
tomotive business. It 
is actually an open se- 
cret, but we Americans 
have been waiting for 
this to be revealed. 

Whats the secret? A plug-in hybrid system 
that actually works in the real world! 

This is not just in any old Mitsubishi. It is in 
the Outlander SUV. 

The 2018 Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV ar- 
rived just when we thought it would never 
show up. The wait may have been long—since 
the 2016 New York International Auto Show. In 
our case, the wait was well worth it. 

Without diving into some of the reasons for 
the wait, the 2018 Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV 
actually serves as an incentive. Late last year, 
Nissan and its Alliance partner Renault pur- 
chased 33% of Mitsubishi's stock. That made 
Alliance Chairman Carlos Ghosn the man in 
charge at the three-diamond brand. The incen- 
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tive for Renault апа Nissan was а piece of tech- 
nology Mitsubishi developed that would be a 
great fit for the rest of the Alliance's portfolio: 
the aforementioned plug-in hybrid driveline. 

The arrival of the vehicle carrying this 
technology is cause for celebration. We had a 
chance to drive the 2018 Mitsubishi Outlander 
PHEV and came away with a lot of good tidings 
to share. 

First off, we need to discuss how the plug-in 
hybrid works. There are three modes available: 
EV, Series Hybrid, and Parallel Hybrid. Though 
a driver can select between EV and Hybrid, the 
system itself will select the mode for you auto- 
matically depending on driving conditions and 
velocity. The usage of any of the motors—there 
are two electric motors on board, front and 
rear—is fluid between the three modes. Unlike 
most gas-electric hybrids, you can run on EV 
mode at highway speeds. Mitsubishi states you 
can drive it up to 70 MPH. 

One note about the Super All-Wheel Control 
system: instead of a driveshaft connecting the 
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two axles, each electric motor represents a drive 
unit at each axle. When needed, both motors will 
operate to provide traction to all four wheels. 

In practice, the Outlander PHEV is quiet. 
Even when the gasoline engine is on, the only 
noise you would hear is from the tires below. 
Ride quality is superb, as are handling and cor- 
nering. Brakes are good, even with the feel of 
the regeneration system. In fact, you can adjust 
the kind of regenerative power to recapture ki- 
netic energy into the batteries by flipping the 
paddle shifters through six levels of energy re- 
capture. Overall, stopping power is solid from 
the pedal and response is good in normal situa- 
tions. Steering is good with solid on-center feel 
with a decent turning radius. 

If you’re looking for distinctions beyond 
how it drives, step into the PHEV’s interior. 
The quality is a major leap from the current 
Outlander. There is a four-spoke steering 
wheel with satin chrome trim and improved 
buttons all around, the shifter is similar to one 
from the Toyota Prius, but a nicely finished 


short throw toggle connected to the console. 
It all goes back to the controls—higher qual- 
ity ones that will make you change your mind 
about the brand once you touch them. 

Another huge step in quality are the seats. 
Unlike the seats in the Outlander, the PHEV 
benefits from some nice comfy leather-wrapped 
chairs. They are comfortable and supportive. 
They could be the best in class, not just in hy- 
brids and plug-in models. Room and space are 
similar to other Outlanders. 

Mitsubishi's infotainment system has been 
working through some upgrades, which in- 
clude connectivity to Apple CarPlay and An- 
droid Auto. Rockford Fosgate provided an 
available premium nine-speaker audio experi- 
ence on top of these new infotainment capabili- 
ties. The same screen is also home to all of the 
monitoring for the PHEV system. It provides 
information on energy cycling, a history of 
energy use, and a monitor for fuel efficiency 
combined with electric motor use and battery 
capacity. 

From what we understand, there are only 
a few differences between the PHEV and the 


remainder of the Outlander line. There are dis- 
tinctive wheels, badges, and a few trim pieces 
here and there. But, it absolutely looks like any 
Outlander GT that has become of our commu- 
nity's most popular vehicles. 

Because it looks like a highline Outlander, 
the PHEV offers something special inside of 
the passenger side *gas door." That is where 
you can plug in a standard EV plug receptor. 
Actually, there are two. The smaller one is used 
for Level 1 and Level 2 plugs. The most com- 
mon plug-in in our area is the Level 2 found at 
most stations across the Upper Midwest. The 
larger plug is for the Quick Charger system. 
For those lucky enough to install one at their 
home or to find one to use, you can benefit 
from a 80% recharge in just 20 minutes. A full 
recharge at a public Level 2 charging station is 
approximately four hours. 

Just like the Outlander GT, the PHEV gets 
a full suite of active safety features. These 
features include Blind Spot Monitoring, Rear 
Cross-Traffic alert, Forward Collision Mitiga- 
tion, Lane Departure Warning, Automatic High 
Beams, and Multi-view Camera System. 


Energy Information 


Total Range 266mile 


EV Range 11mile 


As for the price, are you sitting down? The 
base price of the PHEV is $34,595 for the SEL 
with S-AWC. You can upgrade to the GT S-AWC 
model at a starting price of $40,295. These are 
base prices before any government incentives. 
Also, these prices reflect the fact that this is the 
lowest-priced SUV with a plug-in hybrid sys- 
tem. Period. And, it is the lowest-priced plug-in 
hybrid vehicle with all-wheel drive. 

Let us cut to the chase: The 2018 Mitsubishi 
Outlander PHEV is worth the wait. 
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АГЕХА IN YOUR САН? 


ere is a left-field ques- 
tion: is Alexa the solu- 
tion to voice recogni- 
tion technology? 
This is a question 
Amazon had to answer 
when they introduced 
Alexa three years ago. We often consider the 
idea when we think of how we could make our 
lives easier if we can use our voice to control our 
environment— and our drive. The technology 
itself has improved, but it took a lot of trial-and- 
error to accomplish this on various platforms. 

Voice recognition technology was designed 
to address the need of balancing our atten- 
tion span with the functions of life. For years, 
Ihave seen how it works in automobiles. From 
early Ford SYNC systems and other OEM 
software, the clarity of comprehension was in 
doubt. Though subsequent systems improved 
comprehension and recognition, the software 
was limited to understand specific commands, 
rather than full comprehension of destinations 
and music file titles. 

I have never tried Alexa before. I had my 
dealings with automotive voice recognition 
systems and with Apple's Siri. My close friend 
near Milwaukee had Alexa at his home. It gave 
me some food for thought as I tried it myself. 

What makes Alexa unique is the wider voice 
recognition technology it utilizes. It reads even 
muddier voices and responds accordingly. 
Even for someone who had trouble with voice 
recognition software in the past, having Alexa 
understand exactly what I want is a revelation 
unto itself. 

However, there is news about this tech- 
nology. Ford will be using Alexa in their ve- 
hicles as early as next year. Volkswagen and 
Nissan will be following suit in some time, if 
not before Ford. 

While we wait for Alexa's arrival in our ve- 
hicles, we should look into the possibilities of 
the future in terms of what kind of technology 
we will be seeing and how we will be using it. 

'The basis of looking into this kind of tech- 
nology is the struggle toward safer automo- 
biles and equally safer drivers. The big chal- 
lenge for us is to ensure that people are paying 
attention to the road before using any of the 
on-board technology, including autonomous 
self-driving. 

On the road, we see someone on their 
mobile device trying to communicate with an- 
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other person or entity. We know that a growing 
majority of solo and multiple-vehicle accidents 
are caused by distractions, including using mo- 
bile devices. Voice recognition software and 
technology is designed to keep your hands off 
of these devices while driving and let the soft- 
ware answer your requests instead. As we stat- 
ed earlier, the technology is improving across 
the board—from organic technologies specific 
to a manufacturer to integration of Apple's Siri 
and Google Voice into their vehicles. 

Amazon's Alexa is a "nextstep" technol- 
ogy that enables a wider voice recognition 
scope from true voice comprehension to a 
wider number of command prompts and re- 
sponses of the driver and occupants inside of 
the vehicle. As proven at home, Alexa integra- 
tion will advance the idea of keeping a driver's 
hands on the wheel instead of on a device or 
any controls. 

This will not eliminate actual switches, 
knobs, and levers inside of an automobile, nor 
render them useless. Yet, Alexa's technology is 
seen as a major step toward a larger future; one 
that will include autonomous driving. 

Currently, active safety technology is en- 
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abled by switches and knobs. Some manufac- 
turers have included their functionality into 
their voice recognition software. It is not with- 
out some glitches. Where Alexa might come 
into play is to use true voice recognition tech- 
nology to tell the vehicle to set the cruise con- 
trol for speed and distance in a single prompt— 
clearly in a comprehensible manner. It could 
also be used as a feedback device to assist in 
checking on а driver's fitness towards taking 
a break or to clearly state a warning ahead on 
the highway. A true voice would be understood 
more responsively to a human than one that 
could be almost comprehensible as in current 
voice response and warning systems. 

Granted, we should not see Alexa as the 
absolute and ultimate solution for vehicle con- 
trol via voice recognition. There are probably 
other technologies that are being developed 
that would either meet or exceed Amazon's 
technology. Some could be developed specifi- 
cally for in-car use toward an autonomous driv- 
ing world. 

The next time you tell your Alexa to "turn 
off the lights" before you go to bed, imagine 
the possibilities. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


МО product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


- 9 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION 
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Your preferred 

Male Brazilian Provider 
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WE WMIRXINGTHECITY.COM 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION 
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Education 
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Experience 
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Excellence 
.with a smile 
Р Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Jaime Davis, MD Beautiful Thing! 
1221 W. іске St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 • www.UptownDermatelogy.com 


GUN SHOPS 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

+ Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, MN • 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN - 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI » 715-690-1198 
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Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
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www.goodstuffmoving.com 
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MATT'S TREE SERVICE | 


CABLING, PRUNING, & R & REMOVALS 
UCENSED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
| Storm Damage • Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


| Office: 612-706-8210 


RESTORATION * RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 


B Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
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ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Ay 
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Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


CARPET ° HARDWOOD * TILE * LAMINATE ° VINYL 


Call us at or visit us online to make an appointment! 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


Deb Streeter 
Insurance Agency 


952-853-9077 


More Options. More Discounts. 


Lor FARMERS 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 [ 
davina@davinabaldwin.com ^y 
Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


REAL ESTATE 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 


Scott T. Haubric 
Broker 
312-298-5400 

@BuyRentSell.com 
www. BuyRentSell.com 
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Call me T FREE Market Analysis 


TAX SERVICES 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


Ray Mohr 


Income Tax Specialist 


Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 
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JEAN M. GUSTAFSON-Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child 
Protection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minne- 
sota, South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar As- 
sociation Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipi- 
ent, 2017. (218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net 


EMPLOYMENT 


Can Can Wonderland is looking for a Bar Man- 
ager, bartenders, and people interested in learn- 
ing to become a bartender. Please sent your cover 
letter and resume to info(acancanwonderland. 
com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


REVERENT MASSAGE. Rejuvenate your body, 
mind and spirit... Call or text for prices and avail- 
ability. Tony: (612) 326-0518. 


FAMILY EQUALITY 
COUNCIL 
FALL FESTIVAL 


OCTOBER 15, 2017 


(612) 294-9479 _ 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations.To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADVOCACY 

Rainbow Health Initiative 

Committed to advancing the health and 
wellness of LGBTQ communities through 
research, education and advocacy. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food 
Shelf and Supportive Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project AlDSLine 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including testing, 
care services, education around PrEP. 
2577 Territorial Road 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-2437 

Statewide: (800) 248-2437 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gdi-mn.org 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & Court House 
Step back in time and enjoy a historically 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
SR c s 


beautiful wedding at the Minneapolis 
City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 5969518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 
(651) 645-0478 


www familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Confi- 
dential tests and treatment in a safe, caring 
setting. 

525 Portland Ave S., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 543-5555 

Reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

Twin Cities Public Television 

Enriching lives and strengthening our 
community through the power of media. 
172 E. 4th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 229-1330 

www.tpt.org 


MUSEUM 
Minneapolis Institute of Art 
Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 


world and every period of human history. 


Free admission daily! 
2400 3rd Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 

Children's Theatre Company 
Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 


inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 
hitp://www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Located in downtown Anoka, offering a 
full season of live theatre and intimate 
music events. 

420 E. Main St. Anoka, MN 55303 
763) 712-3206 

infoGlyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area 
of public policy, anti-violence, education, 
training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


First Christian Church 

Come explore, be curious, and ask 
questions... a place where ALL are truly 
welcome. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wher- 
ever you are on your faith journey, St 
Mark's welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
"St. Paul's Without Walls"- Come and ex- 
perience the embrace of YES! Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sundays. 
34 10th Ave. S. 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
(952) 938-4683 
www.saintpaulslutheran.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith community 
welcoming all people. Sunday Worship 
10am. Child Care, Sunday School. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regard- 
less of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


TRAVEL 

Bayfield and Madeline Island, Wis- 
consin 

Explore Wisconsin's north coast via 
beautiful Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
largest of the Apostle Islands. 

(715) 779-3335, 

(715) 747-2801 

www.bayfield.org, 
www.madelineisland.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


200 

International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 
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. VOLUNTEERING 


in clinical trials is what gave us 
effective HIV meds that allow 
people living with HIV the ability 


to live long, healthy lives. 


Researchers at the U of M are 
looking for more volunteers to 
take HIV research even further, 
to discover new methods to rid 
the virus from the body, hopefully 
leading to a cure, one day. 


You are compensated fairly for 
your time. 


All gender identities, sexual 
orientations, races, and adults 
over 18 are welcome. 


Call 612-626-8680 or email 
tpresley@umn.edu to 
learn more and see which 
study is right for you. 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover™ 


)DY LOVES 
AND THE .. 
VES Ms) д 


$ BON US New 2017 Outlander and Outlander Sport vehicles: Must finance at least 
$15,000 for term of 72 months or less through Ally. New 2017 Mirage, Mirage 
CAS H G4 and Lancer vehicles: Must finance at least $10,000 for term of 72 months 


or less through ally. OAC. See dealer for details. Offer ends 11/30/17. 


New 2017 
Mi 
irage 24-MONTH LEASE FOR 36-МОМТН LEASE FOR 


+TTL 
BUY FROM EML 


PICK-YOUR-PAYMENT LEASE 


$3,111 due at signing. $1,675 due at signing. 


48-MONTH LEASE FOR 
+TTL 


First payment 
due at signing. 


New 2017 


Outlander Sport 


24-MONTH LEASE FOR 36-MONTH LEASE FOR 48-MONTH LEASE FOR 
+TTL +TTL +TTL 


$3,675 due at signing. $2,550 due at signing. First payment 
due at signing? 


Offers end 11/30/17. 2017 Mirage MSRP $15,030. 2017 Outlander Sport MSRP $20,445. See dealer for details. On approved credit. Security deposit 
waived. *20k-mile lease. **30,000 mile lease. **40,000 mile lease. TEPA mileage estimate. Actual mileage may vary. 


| IE БЕАН МІ АНЕ” ч 


Every new and certified pre-owned vehicle purchase includes 
LIF — TIN ЛЕ the White Bear Mitsubishi Lifetime Powertrain Warranty! 


Lifetime Powertrain Warranty is valid from vehicle sale date through the customer's lifetime, or until the customer no longer owns the vehicle. 
PC О WE 1 D if | WA ЖАМ E r Y Non-transferrable. Limitations apply. See dealer or visit whitebearmitsubishi.com for complete details, including covered components, 
ER Jo —— 44. exclusions, and owner's responsibilities. Certified pre-owned vehicles must be 2012 or newer with less than 80,000 miles. 


«e > 651.204.4750 WHITE BEAR 


MITSUBISHI 3400 Highway 61, Just North of 694 
MOTORS 
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